The Purpose of Book Reviews

Book reviews are examples of evaluative writing. The reviewer gives an opinion about how much the book is “worth.”  Book reviews are used to inform prospective readers about a book so they can decide whether it is a book they will want to read. It is important to describe the book’s main elements, such as characters, plot, setting and themes, but also to give your opinion of how “good” the book is based on issues like the author’s style, purpose, topic and structure. All opinions should be supported by facts from the book so the reader can make an informed decision. 
Each student will complete and present 6 book reviews along with a project for each book in language arts this year. Book reviews and projects are due on the following dates.
 Students will have the opportunity to read a different genre for each review. 
1. Sept. 24 (Fiction)


5. Jan. 14 (Project-Non-Fiction)
2. Oct. 22 (Fiction)


6.  Feb. 11 (Fiction)
3. Nov. 19 (Project-Non-Fiction)
7.  Mar. 11 (Fiction)
4. Dec. 17 (Fiction)


8.  April 8 (Project-Non-Fiction





9.  May 6 (Fiction)
Requirements
***Please visit www.kidsreads.com for example book reviews. 
Written Review Component
· State the title, author, publisher and publishing date at the top of the page
· Include a short summary (without giving away the plot)

· Discuss how the literary elements of character, setting, theme and conflict affected the overall value of the book (fiction books only)

· Explain how the factual information included in the book affected the overall value (non-fiction books only)

· Explain your opinion of the book with facts to support your ideas
· Use at least two direct quotes from the book to explain your opinion 

· All of the qualities of good writing must be evident in your review (proper grammar and spelling, complete and interesting sentences, complete and appropriate paragraphs) 

· This writing component will be turned in to the teacher as part of your book review grade, and must be typed using appropriate alignment and font.(12 point, Times New Roman, black ink ONLY)
***Please be sure all books are appropriate for grade level reading and content. If you are unsure if a book should be used, please check with Mrs. Curry BEFORE you submit it. 
